Reginald ("Jack") Orbell
Here's the "mid February" reminder you suggested...about my father Reginald ("Jack") Orbell, ZL1AX, who died many years back, but wrote at least one article in NZVRS on the early history of radio in New Zealand.  
Noted in November 1923 (initial allocation of NZ radio transmitter licenses annual report – ie 1 page summary!) as holder of the license 3AA (“RJ Orbell of Christchurch”)  when there were 49 transmitting licenses (amateur and pre commercial broadcast stations) and 2,000 reception licenses issued for that year. See notes for his comment on 3AA broadcasting.
Dad did many things that he was always modest about...including being a radio officer on Byrd's City of New York in 1929 and being part of the first New Zealand to England radio connection...
He was on a boat from NZ to England keeping daily contact with someone in New Zealand (Hamilton??) until, at the 7 mile limit outside England, was forced by British Customs to take down his equipment……someone else who'd been following the communication continued it.  
He was also Chief Engineer of Radio (1936) Ltd for about 26 years 'till his death in 1956 at 59...

I have only sketchy bits and pieces about my father's life (I was 20 when he died) and any help you can give me will be very much appreciated...
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R J ORBELL -  A BRIEF BIOGRAPHY OF THE CHIEF ENGINEER OF RADIO (1936) LTD.
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RADIO IN RETROSPECT - R J ORBELL HIGH LIGHTS SOME IMPORTANT RADIO EVENTS IN NZ IN THE 1900 - 1950 PERIOD
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