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RADIO CORPORATION OF N.Z.-CQ

CQ 6-valve superhet 1933 CQ 5-valve superhet
model 62 1933

CQ 6-valve DW
model 72 1934

CQ 5-valve BC model 15 1935 CQ 5-valve BC model 15 1936

CQ 5-valve BC model 5B6 1936 CQ 5-valve DW model 25 1937
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CQ 6-valve
BC 1936
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CQ 5-valve BC
model 5B6 1936
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RADIO LTD-RADIO 1936 LTD-ULTIMATE EKCO LTD
The first mains-operated Ultimate radio,

produced in 1929, was an electrified version of the
earlier battery-operated Screen Grid Four. It used
exactly the same sized metal cabinet and the same

Courier 5-valve
BC chassis 5LA 1932

Courier 5-valve BC
model 275 1932

circuitry. The main difference was the use of 5-pin
sockets for the first three valves, which were not
indirectly heated AC types. A separate power pack
was used.

It it interesting to note that, following the
tradition established in 1927 when the all-wave

Courier 5-valve BC
model 235 1933
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Courier 5-valve BC
model 185 1933
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Courier 5-valve
model 205 1933

Courier 5-valve BC
model 165 1933

Courier 6-valve BC
model 216 1933

Courier 6-valve BC
model 236 1933

.,

Courier 5-valve BC
chassis 5TC 1933

Courier 5-valve BC
chassis VC 1934

Courier ARC
5-valve BC 1935Courier 5-valve BC

model 205 1933
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Courier 6-valve DW 1935.

Note lift-up flap over controls.11
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Courier 6-valve BC 1934. Note drum dial. Courier 6-valve DW chassis CO 1935
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battery sets were launched, for the first three years
AC receivers were made only in all-wave form. At
this early date shortwave reception was still very
much of a novelty and very few manufacturers in
any countries had produced all-wave receivers for
general use before 1933. Even though these
Ultimate sets could boast single-dial tuning they
were still regenerative TRFs using plug-in coils,
which meant that they were sets for the enthusiast
rather than the ordinary listener.

However, by 1932 production of all-wave
receivers had been almost completely overshadowed
by the arrival of superheterodynes having BC band
coverage only. This state of affairs continued for the
next few years even though Radio Ltd carried on
their pioneering role by becoming the first N.Z.
manufacturer to make all-wave superhets. By this
time public interest in shortwave reception had
waned and not until several years had elapsed did
multi-wave receivers become popular. For the
record, it should be mentioned that in 1932 Radio
Ltd produced a self-powered shortwave converter
suitable for use on any make or model of broadcast
receIver.

A form of model identification for sales purposes
was introduced in 1931, using a three-letter code
which indicated the number of valves and the price
of each model, thus: 856 indicated 8 valves £56, 527
indicated 5 valves £27, and so on. This system was
carried on through 1933 and was also used with the
Courier brandline marketed during this period. In
the case of Courier the same actual numerals were

used but their relative positions were interchanged,
thus 514 Ultimate became 145 Courier, and so on.
Chassis identification was by means of an alpha-
numeric code die-stamped into the rear chassis
apron or flange, the figures preceding the serial
number.

During 1934 cabinet styles became identified by
model names and the former three-digit system was
discontinued. Chassis models were henceforth
identified by figures die-stamped on a small metal
nameplate fastened to the rear chassis apron.
Examples of the new coding are 4K, 5N, NS, but
there was no complete uniformity. During 1935 the
letters, C, D, E, F, L or X were used singly or in
combinations such as CAU, CES, LR, XC and so on.

Not until 1936 was a standardised system
adopted wherein the first numeral indicat"d the
year of issue, thus A = 1936, B = 1937, C = 1937-
38, C and D = 1939, E = 1940, F = 1941. The fact
that "C" had also been used in 1935 seems to have
been an unfortunate oversight.

So far, so good, but for some unfathomable
reason Radio 1936 Ltd did not often make use of this
coding when preparing circuit diagrams, here it was
(and is!) most frustrating to find descriptions only
being used, thus "6-valve broadcast 1938 model" or
"5-valve dual wave 1937 model".

By 1939, however, a gradual change was taking
place whereby the actual chassis models came to be

Courier 5-valve BC
chassis 5CA 1934

Courier BDC
5-valve DW 1936
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Courier 5-valve DW
chassis RA 1945-46

Courier 7-valve AW
chassis BCG 1931

included on the circuit diagrams. But even as late as
1940 some circuit diagrams were still being printed
without accompanying model numbers.
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The very latest in
Battery Receivers

British Construc-

tion throughout

A Won der f u 1

Receiver

Ideal for use where elec-

tric current is not available

Note "utdy con,tlUctlon, ..mple layout and accwablilly
nf all patt', Only Wodd', Be.t Componen" u.ed In
Con"tuc,lon,

COURIER
All-Wave

Latest Model
Screen Grid

BEAUTIFUL WALNUT CrIB/NET

Receive. all usuo! Overseas Broadcast

Stations, aha the mua] World's Shor(-

wave Stations I.

Price only £27/10/-
Cnmplete wllh Valv,", B,""le. and Sp"ket

Shott.wave Call, exlta 15/. pct palt

3 pal" covet whole baod '9~i

ULTIMATE
The

Warld's
FINEST
RADIO
for 1939

.
ULTIMATE 1939

RADIO
embodies the latest in

Radio Research.

In tone, quality, and
performance it is a

revelation, and being
made in New Zealand

specially for New
Zealand conditions,

the ULTIMATE will

give you many years'
trouble-free service.

.
Priced from £/1/10/-

to £147/10/-
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798
VERIFIED
STATIONS

ON AN
ULTIMATE

RADIO
.

In the recent

CHAMPION OF
CHAMPIONS

D.X. Challenge Cup
Competition

ULTIMATE RADIO
scored an outright win

with the amazing
total of 798

verified stations!

A similar outstanding
performance can be
expected from any

ULTIMATE RADIO.

.
DEMONSTRATIONS

ARRANGED.



ULTIMATE

2-valve plus crystal
detector, reflexed c.1923

5-valve AW
1930 radiogram

ULTIMATE 5-valve SG 1931

Ultimate Screen Grid All-Electric
All-Wave 1930

Model 433 4-valve S.G. battery set 1932

Chassis 7L 7-valve BC 1932

Ultimate 7-valve AW 1930.
Note storage rack for coils.

M()del 312 4-valve
SW converter 1932
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~

Ultimate 5-valve superhet model
523 1932 (model 728, chassis

7LA W uses the same cabinet.) 1:..<';;
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