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WHEN SPARK WAS KING



FROM THE EDITOR

In a previous issue I mentioned that, at the age of 91, George Askey was "hanging up his
hat" and retiring from active participation in radio collecting after more than 30 years in
the game. In November last year his splendid collection of the "old and rare" was
auctioned by RG Bell, auctioneers in Christchurch, and it attracted a great deal of
attention from collectors within New Zealand and around the world, with even personal
attendance from Australia. Our President attended and three of his photographs of the
set-up at the auction are shown on page 12. Meanwhile George has now sold his
residence in North Avon Road and moved to St Albans Retirement Village. We all
wish him a pleasant time in his retirement.

As the older valves become more difficult to obtain the possibility of restoring weak
specimens attracts a lot of attention. This issue contains two interesting and informative
articles on the subject. George Newlands has responded to a little arm twisting and has
provided us with a revised version of an article of his originally published in Radio
Bygones. This article described the establishment and operation of the early high power
spark stations which supplemented New Zealand communication with the outside world
and established communication with ships at sea in the 1910/30 period. Then, for good
measure, George has given us his views on the vexed question of what to do with that
lovingly restored radio collection of ours. As a retired curator from the Telecom
Museum George's views are an important contribution to this subject.

Following on last years popular experiment, our Annual General Meeting will be held on
Saturday, 30th March at 1pm, with a car boot sale in the morning at 10am, an auction
following the AGM and a social dinner in the evening at 7pm for those who wish to stay.
See the enclosed flyer for further details. Let the Treasurer know in advance if you wish
to attend the dinner.
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FRONTISPIECE The operating
position of the Telefunken spark station
at Pennants Hill, Sydney ( Awarua and
Awanui stations in New Zealand were
similar). The receiver can be seen in
front of the operators chair with the
wavemeter to the right. The
transmit/receive crank lever can be seen
to the left together with three vertical
cords, with handles and vertical scales
above, counterweighted below the table.
These would have controlled various
functions in the high tension room which
would have been no place to be while
the station was operating


